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This past Saturday’s Annual Dinner 

at the Riverfront Grille had an amazing 

attendance of 160 chamber members 

and their guests, one of the largest 

dinners that the Chamber has hosted in 

recent years! Below is a transcript of 

the closing speech given by your Cham-

ber Board of Directors President, Greg 

Bruff… 

We have had a lot of great things 

happen over the last couple of years in 

and around Chesaning. Our schools 

have all been renovated along with a 

great new sports complex. We have a 

new bridge and new roads with more 

road work coming in the next couple of 

years. 

We have many retail stores, awe-

some restaurants, and anything from 

lawyers to tax consultants, financial 

institutions including banks and credit 

unions, insurance companies, hair sa-

lons, realtors, assisted living homes,  

 

contractors, manufacturing, the list 

goes on… We are truly blessed to live 

and work in this community, and with 

all of us working together, all that I see 

is great things ahead in our future. 

To all of the businesses that make 

Chesaning home, whether you have 

been here for 100 years plus or are just 

starting, THANK YOU! 
 

Wishing you the best in 2018~ 

Gregory C. Bruff 
Board of Directors President 
989-845-7699-work or 989-280-4838-cell 
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Your 2018 Chamber Board of Directors and staff. Front row: Jessie Stewart (board sec-

retary), Valina James, Stephanie Domina, Bobbi McIntyre, Kate Weber (director), Ron 

Ebenhoeh (board vice president), Tom Lavery. Back row: Steve Keck (board treasurer), 

Ron Poyer, Greg Bruff (board president), Chris Theile, and Nick Stoddard. Not pictured: 

Annette George.  



February 2018 

December 

Chamber Statistics: 

We received 

63 Phone Calls, 

284 Emails & 

104 Visitors 
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“The only thing we should scream into the world is love.” ~ Jill Telford 

Member News & Community Highlights 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
   1  Chesaning Township 

Board Meeting 7:30pm  

Blood Drive Noon-6pm 

at Ches./Brady Fire Hall 

2  Malt Shop Ribbon 
Cutting—noon 
Blood Drive 9am-3pm  
5pm Trinity Dinner & 
Movie 

3  Family Movie at Library 

11am-1pm 

4 

7:30am-11:30am 

American Legion Post 

#212 Breakfast 

5 

 

6 

7:30pm Village Council 

 

 

7  

8am Chamber  

Marketing Meeting 

 

 

8 

8am Chamber Board 

Meeting 

 

 

9 

 

10 Easton Church Ladies 

Breakfast 9 

Library “Carnival” 11a-1p 

Trinity Free Supper 5-7pm 

11 12 

 

6:30pm School Board 

Meeting 

13 
 
5:45pm Candlewalk 

Meeting 

 

14 

 

 

 

Noon Chamber Raffle 

6pm DDA Meeting 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

18 19 

 

20 
 
7:30pm Village Council 

 

 

21 
 
5-7pm K of C Hamburg/

Social Night 

 

22 23 

 

24 

26 26 27 
 
7:30am Task Force  

Meeting 

 

28 
 
Noon Chamber Raffle 

  Save the Date! Friday, 

March 9 at 9pm: Chamber 

Comedy Night at River-

front Grille!  Watch your 

emails for information! 

 Mark your calendar for noon on Friday, 
February 2nd for the Reopening and Rib-
bon Cutting celebration at the Malt Shop! 
New owners, Chad & Shelley Kolleth of 
the Indian’s Café have purchased the 
Malt Shop and welcome you to celebrate 
with them as they begin a new season! 

 Did you know that United Financial Credit 
Union offers a Save to Win savings ac-
count? Each $25 deposit earns an entry 
into monthly & quarterly drawings, up to 
10 entries per month! Call our local 
branch at 989-399-8681 for more info! 

 MI Blood is holding a blood drive at the 
Chesaning-Brady Fire Department on 
Thursday, Feb. 1 from noon until 6pm and 
Friday, Feb. 2 from 9am-3pm. Walk-ins 
are welcome or you can make an appoint-
ment by calling 1-866-MIBLOOD or visit 
http://www.miblood.org. 

Owosso Poker Room  Chamber Fundraiser -Thursday-Saturday, 5pm-2am  

Welcome New Members! 
We are pleased to announce  our newest 

Business and Associate members at the 

Chesaning Chamber of Commerce for 2018! 

New businesses who joined in the month of 

January are: 

 I Care Advocate Consultants LLC  

 The Plant Life Group LLC  

 The ReLeaf Center  

 The River Provisioning 

 VB Chesaning/Leaf LLC  

We also welcome our new Associate member: 

 Easton Church of Christ 

Thank you to The State Bank for upgrading to 

our Gold Business membership! And thank 

you to all chamber members for your contin-

ued membership and support. Let’s plan for a 

great 2018, partnering for everyone’s success! 

Repeating Meetings/Events: 
 Rotary Club meets at noon on Tuesdays 
 Am. Legion Queen of Hearts Raffle is on Tuesdays at 8pm 
 Kiwanis Meets at 7am on Wednesdays except on 3rd week when they meet at 7pm 
 K of C Hosts their Fish Fry on Fridays from 5-8pm 

http://www.miblood.org


One of the highlights of the Annual Din-

ner and Meeting is the announcement of the 

recipients of awards honoring the out-

standing contributions of business owners, 

employees and citizens of the community of 

Chesaning. Nominations for these coveted 

awards were collected in December from our 

Chesaning Chamber members. 

After reviewing the very competitive 

submissions this year, the selection commit-

tee was pleased to present the following 

awards to the winners: 

 Star Employee Award - Janet Lorencz of 

Twin Brooks Golf Course. Presenting the 

award was Dean Schirle. 
 

 Distinguished Business Person Award - 

Anne Swartzmiller of Swartzmiller Lum-

ber Company. Presenting the award was 

Chris Theile. 

 Volunteer of the Year - Debra Sutton. 

Presenting the award was Annette George 

of Chesaning Nursing & Rehabilitation 

Center  

 Lifetime Achievement Awards - Deb 

Henige of The Malt Shop. Presenting the 

award was Ron Ebenhoeh. 

 President’s Award - Greg Bruff of 

Waddell & Reed Financial Advisors Inc. - 

Presenting the award was Bobbi McIntyre 

Honoring Great People for Great Achievements 

Meet Your Chamber Board of Directors 

Celebrating 2017 Member Anniversaries 

Kudos to the 

Riverfront Grille  

for the delicious 

dinner and great 

accommodations 

for the Chamber’s 

Annual Dinner & 

Meeting! 

The decadent 

desserts came 

from Frank’s 

Grocery Store! 
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Each year, the Chamber wishes a “Happy 
Anniversary” to businesses celebrating a 5-
year increment milestone. Certificates of 
achievement were presented at the Annual 
Meeting to: 

 5 Years - Big Rock Millwork &  
Resourceful Recycling 

 15 Years - Big Joe’s Layton Corners Bar 

 25 Years - Michigan Festival & Events 
Association     

 30 Years - E&L Hardwoods & 
McDonald’s of Chesaning 

 35 Years - Kiwanis Club of Chesaning 

 40 Years - Chesaning Family Dental & 
Hass Vision Center 

 45 Years - Krupp’s Heating and Cooling 

 50 Years - Chesaning Lions Club 
Chesaning Area Friends of the Library 

 65 Years - Giesken’s Flooring & Cabinetry 

 70 Years - Neu-Rich Jewelers 

 80 Years - Waddell & Reed 

 105 Years - Swartzmiller Lumber 

Four board positions with three-year 
terms are decided by votes from our Silver 
and Gold-level members every year. Here is 
your continuing team of hard-working board 
members: 

 

 President Greg Bruff of Waddell & Reed 

 Vice President Ron Ebenhoeh of Metro 
Mortgage 

 Treasurer Steve Keck of H&R Block 

 Secretary Jessie Stewart of Sovis  
Insurance 

 Stephanie Domina of The State Bank 

 Annette George of Chesaning Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center 

 Valina James of The Silver Thimble 

 Tom Lavery of CenturyLink 

 Bobbie Mcintyre of Studio 124 

 Ron Poyer of H&R Block 

 Nick Stoddard of Stoddard Classic Cars 

 Chris Theile of Swartzmiller Lumber 



Check the List—Do You Have An Anniversary in 2018?  
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We love to celebrate the milestones 
achieved by our members! This year, we have 
a long list of business and organizations cele-
brating and we look forward to highlighting 
them in upcoming newsletters! Of note...5 
associate members are looking forward to 
century-mark and older birthdays… incredi-
ble! And on the heels of our 170 birthday 
celebration for the community, did you know 
that it was 165 years ago that we officially 
changed our name to Chesaning instead of 
the original Northampton? Years of hard 
work, great ideas and bold investments have 
led us here! Give yourself a pat on the back! 

Please take a peek below and make sure 
that our information is correct! Here’s what 
we have on file for 2018 five-year increment 
member anniversaries—let us know if we’ve 
missed you or if our information is incorrect! 

 5 Years - 2013  Possum’s Party Store 

 10 Years – 2008  HJV Equipment & Union 
Court Assisted Living 

 15 Years - 2003 Hungry Howie’s  

 20 Years - 1998 Metro Mortgage, Subway,  
The Church/Parson Investment Group of 
Wells Fargo Advisors & Wildwood  
Veterinary Clinic 

 25 Years - 1993 ZCI Feed Sales Inc  

 35 Years – 1983 Patricia Rehmann-Attorney 
at Law & Tri-County Citizen 

 40 Years - 1978 Advanced Eye Care &  
Contact Lens Center 

 45 Years - 1973 Village Sales & Service 

 50 Years - 1968 Parshallburg Campers &  
 Trinity United Methodist Church 

 55 Years - 1963 Chesaning Manufacturing 

 75 Years - 1943  Horger's Farm &  
Automotive (Chesaning Oil & Gas) 

 80 Years – 1938 Harris Insurance Agency 

 100 Years – 1918 American Legion - Post 
212 

 105 Years – 1913 Saginaw County Fair 

 145 Years – 1873 Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 

 150 Years – 1868 Easton Church of Christ 

 155 Years – 1863 St. Peter Parish 

 165 Years – 1853 Chesaning Township 
changed its name from Northampton,  
taking the name from the native American 
word for “Place of the Big Rock”. 

Members Love Chamber Gifts Certificates 

Chesaning Chamber Gift Certificates con-
tinue to be a great way to support our local 
businesses by encouraging customers to shop 
locally. This year was no different and we’d 
like to thank all of our members who partici-
pated in the Gift Certificate program.  

In case you’ve never checked into our 
Chamber Gift Certificates, they are available 
in $20, $10 and $5 denominations and have 
no expiration dates. They may be purchased 
at the Chamber office or at Ed Rehmann and 
Sons Clothing. 

Chamber merchants whose dues are cur-
rent may accept gift certificates from their 
customers for payment and bring them to the 
Chamber for reimbursement. PNC  Bank will 
also credit the accounts of businesses who 
bank with them for the gift certificates. 

We would like to extend a big “Thank 

You” to Hehr International and Chesaning/
Brady Fire Department for purchasing a large 
amount of gift certificates this year, especially 
during the holidays. Many Chamber busi-
nesses benefited from these employee and 
community gifts! 

Give a round of applause to our Top 5 
Merchants of the 35 businesses who re-
deemed $11,660 in Chamber Gift Certificates 
in 2017: 

 Frank’s Super Market  $5,380 

 Showboat Restaurant  $825 

 Ed Rehmann & Sons Clothing  $735 

 Paxson Oil/Marathon  $515 

 Broad Street Pharmacy $345 
 

Honorable mention goes to The Malt Shop 
and Subway for each redeeming over $300 in 
certificates this past year! 

“From what we get, we can make a living; what we give, however, makes a life.” ~ Arthur Ashe  

In 2017  

$13,800 Gift 

Certificates were 

sold ! The most 

popular are the $20 

denominations at 

$12,620, followed by 

$10  at $900 and  

$5 at $280. 
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Coming Attractions! 
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Chamber Fundraiser For Fireworks! 
Try your luck at a tournament or cash table 

on February 1-3, Thursday-Saturday. Or  

volunteer to help… all members welcome!  
 

Poker Room hours are 5pm-2am;  

Call 989-472-3338 for details!  

Save the Date! 

 

Chamber Comedy Night 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Riverfront Grille 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details Coming Soon! 
(Tell Your Friends!) 



Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

P.O.Box 83 

Chesaning, MI 48616 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Chamber 101—Reminders for the New Year 
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So you’ve joined the Chamber, or maybe 

you’ve been a member for years? Get the 

most from your dues investment by taking 

advantage of these popular benefits: 

MARKETING: Your Chamber Director, 

Kate, likes to joke that she is the unofficial 

cheerleader for the community. Take advan-

tage of that attitude and make sure that you 

email your event flyers, special offers and big 

news to her so she can share it with the 

Chamber’s Facebook followers, include it in 

newsletters and weekly updates, or post 

events to the Community Calendar. Don’t 

forget… Chamber members have free use of 

the marquee sign next to the post office 

which is passed by 8,300 vehicles per day! 

NETWORKING: Pay attention to Cham-

ber events and try to attend as many as pos-

sible! Connect with other businesses and 

organizations to share ideas and problem-

solve common issues. We are stronger to-

gether than alone, so use those opportunities 

to get to know each other! 

DISCOUNTS: Did you know that your 

Chamber membership makes you eligible for 

discounts with certain companies, such as 

Insurance and Financial Planning? Would you 

like to offer a discount to fellow Chamber 

members to encourage them to “keep it lo-

cal”? Call the office with your ideas and we 

can build our member benefits with your 

participation! 

SPONSORSHIPS: Why does every three 

year old know the Golden Arches or Mickey’s 

famous ears? Because they have been ex-

posed to those logos countless times, even in 

their short lives! Do you long for that kind of 

brand recognition? Sponsorships are one way 

to get your name “out there” for high recog-

nition with consumers. Watch Chamber 

events for sponsorship opportunities 

throughout the year. 

WELCOME PACKETS: The Chamber re-

ceives a steady stream of requests for visitor 

information or business contact information 

and offerings. Please do your business or 

organization a favor and make sure we have 

up-to-date print information in our office to 

share with residents and visitors alike! 

UPGRADE TO GOLD: Our Gold Business 

members enjoy enhanced benefits such as 

free use of the chamber board room, one 

free flyer in the Newsletter per year, free 

member mailing labels and more. Call the 

office to find out if you might benefit from a 

membership upgrade! 

Raffle Winners: 

December 27 

David Tomac 

Drawn by Chris Theile 

(Swartzmiller Lumber) 

 

January 10 

Bob & Lance Schulte   

Drawn by Lisa Dennis 

(Pintown Pizza & 

Lanes) 

 

2018 Chamber Raffle 

Tickets are still  

available! 


